
“Gion” offers hand-weaving workshops at 
cafes and other venues in Tatsuno City, 
aiming to share the traditional techniques of 
A ko  D a n t s u  w i t h  a  w i d e r  a u d i e n c e . 
Participants can create their own designs 

using the same weaving methods as Ako Dantsu. The studio also restores 
antique Ako Dantsu, helping to preserve their cultural value.

Studio Yuu creates original woven works 
such as the “Shin-Ako Handwoven Carpet” 
and “Yuu Dantsu,” blending tradit ional 
techniques with a unique texture. Their 
pieces fit seamlessly into modern lifestyles 

and have received awards including the Hyogo Furusato Cultural Award. 
The studio has also successfully revived “Fuji Dantsu,” using yarns made 
from the native mountain wisteria.

AvailableAvailable

Ms. Miyamoto discovered Ako Dantsu through 
a project at her former workplace. Over the 
course of about five years, she studied the 
techniques and eventually established her own 
studio in part of her home. She values the 

process of engaging with each piece until she is fully satisfied. Her works, 
which reflect tradit ional designs, have been selected for exhibit ion 
competitions.
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Th is museum d isplays 
historical artifacts based 
on four themes: Ako Salt, 
A k o  C a s t l e  a n d  t h e 
C a s t l e 
T ow n ,  t h e 
Forty-seven 
Ron in , and 
the Old Ako 
Waterworks.

The museum exhibits art and craft 
i tems donated by t he Tabuch i 
family, who once operated a salt 
w h o l e s a l e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  t e a 
c e r e m o n y 
u t e n s i l s , 
wedd ing too l s , 
and hospita l it y 
i t em s  u s e d  b y 
feudal lords.

L o c a t e d  i n s i d e  J R 
Banshū-Ako Station, this 
is the main hub for tourist 
in format ion, includ ing 
s ight see ing 
s p o t s , 
accommodat
ion options, 
a n d  l o c a l 
souvenirs.

●From Osaka

About 1 hour 30 minutes 
by car or train

●From Okayama

About 1 hour by car /
1 hour 10 minutes by train

●From Hiroshima

About 2 hours 40 minutes by car /
1 hour 40 minutes by train
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Traditional Crafts of H
yogo Prefecture

Ako Unkayaki Pottery 
            & Ako Dantsu Rugs
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Unkayaki uses no glaze; instead, flames and 
smoke bring out natural hues of black, vermilion, 
and ivory. This process creates gradations that 
resemble the evening skies of Ako, and each 
piece has its own unique character.

Bui ld ing on the t radit ion of the “phantom 
Un kaya k i ”  l e f t  by  O sh ima  Kokok u ,  t he 
founder of Unkayaki, ar t isans are act ively 
v e n t u r i n g  i n t o  n e w  fi e l d s ,  u t i l i z i n g 
Unkayaki’s distinctive beauty, lightness, and 
pleasant tex ture to create ever yday items 
such as tableware and accessor ies.  More 
recently, they have begun producing ceramic 
panel art inspired by Unkayaki techniques, 
depict ing scenes l ike glowing sunset sk ies. 
At the Momoi Museum cafe, guests can enjoy 
c o ff e e  o r  M a t c h a  s e r v e d  i n  Un k a y a k i 
ceramics, offer ing a serene and restorat ive 
exper ience. The museum wi l l  cont inue to 
s h a r e  t h e  e n d u r i n g  c h a r m  o f  A k o ’ s 
traditional craft with all who visit.

Unkayaki was completed by Oshima Kokoku in 
the late Edo period. However, the techniques 
w e r e  n o t  p a s s e d  d ow n  a n d  t h e  c r a f t 
disappeared after just one generation. For over 
a  centu r y,  on ly  t he name and rema in ing 
pieces survived̶until it was brought back to 
life in modern times by Yoshiko Momoi and 
Kunihiko Nagamune.
These two potters spent over 20 years in trial 
and error, and the most challenging part was 
per fect ing t he fi r ing process .  The color s 
wouldn’t come out as desired, and the pieces 

of ten cracked in the k i ln. Despite 
c o u n t l e s s  f a i l u r e s ,  t h e y 
succeeded in recreat ing not 
on l y  t h e  du l l  l u s t e r  a nd
t e x t u r e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l
w o r k s  b u t  a l s o  t h e
distinctive and unmatched 
colors of Unkayaki.

The garden includes poular spots for couples 
visit ing Ako Misaki, a “Lover’s Sanctuary,” 
such as the Angel’s Swing, the Matchmaking 
P i ne  T r e e  s ymbo l i z i ng  a  bond  be tween 
lovers, and the Misak i Suspension Br idge 
leading to a scenic viewpoint.

The Momoi Museum, located on a hill in Ako 
M isak i  over look ing t he Seto  I n land Sea , 
exh ibit s and sel l s Ako Unkayak i and Ako 
Dantsu̶both designated traditional crafts of 
Hyogo  P re fec t u re .  I n s ide ,  you ' l l  fi nd  an 
antenna shop, a cafe where you can relax 
with a view of the Seto Inland Sea, next to a 
garden featur ing Suik inkutsu (water chime 
bas in s),  wh ich produce serene,  be l l - l i ke 
sounds from dripping water. There is also an 
open terrace where pets are welcome.

Ako Traditional Crafts Studio Gallery

T h e  s p a c i o u s 
garden features 
o v e r  t e n
S u i k i n k u t s u
(w a t e r  c h i me
basins), where
w a t e r  d r o p s
fall into buried
ja r s ,  c r e a t i ng
clear, myst ical

tones l i ke the sound of a Koto. H igh l ights 
include the Footbath Su ik inkut su and the 
Giant Millstone Suikinkutsu.
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A New Evolution of Unkayaki
“I want to pass down Unkayaki, which once 
v a n i s h e d  f r o m  t h e  w o r l d ,  t o  f u t u r e 
generations.” With this dream in mind, potter 
Yoshiko Momoi opened the privately operated 
Un k aya k i  e x h i b i t i o n  h a l l ,  t h e  “Momo i 
Museum,” in 2011. Today, the museum serves 
as the main hub for shar ing the charm of 
Unkayak i .  In add it ion to exh ibit ions and 
s a l e s ,  i t  a l s o  o ff e r s  h a n d s - o n  p o t t e r y 
experiences that even beginners can enjoy, 
m a k i n g  t h e  w o r l d  o f  U n k a y a k i  m o r e 
accessible to all.

Momoi Museum

The Soothing Sounds of Suikinkutsu

You can join a hands-on pottery experience 
where you make a Unkayak i  lea f - shaped 
p l a t e  b y  h a n d .  C r e a t e  y o u r  o w n 
one-of-a-kind piece.

The shop offers a range of 
Unkayaki works by potters 
Y o s h i k o  M o m o i  a n d 
Kunihiko Nagamune̶from 
fine art pieces to everyday 
t ab l ewa r e .  T he  p opu l a r 
“Unkayak i Gacha,” where 
e v e r y o n e  w i n s ,  i s  a l s o 
available.

Unkayaki  Pot ter y Experience

Unkayaki
Antenna Shop

【Time】About 40 minutes
【Fee】¥3,850 per person (plus ¥600 shipping)
【Reservation】Call at least 3 days in advance

Th is shop showcases and 
sells works by various Ako 
Dantsu art ists, not l imited 
t o  a  s i n g l e  s t u d i o .  T h e 
c o l l e c t i o n  i n c l u d e s 
o n e - m a t - s i z e d  r u g s ,
r a n g i n g  f r o m  v i n t a g e
designs to modern styles.

Ako Dantsu
Antenna Shop

Ako Dantsu Exhibit ing Ar t ists



A k o  D a n t s u 
o r i g i n a t e d  i n 
t h e  l a t e  E d o 
p e r i o d  w h e n 
Naka Kojima, a 
resident of Ako 
c i t y ,  H y o g o 
P r e f e c t u r e , 
encountered a 
C h i n e s e  r u g 

known as a Banreki-sen during her travels. 
Deeply inspi red, she spent over 20 years 
researching and refining the craf t , and in 
1874, she successfully commercialized and 
introduced what would become Ako Dantsu 
to the world for the first time.
During its peak from the late Meiji to early 
Showa per iods, Ako Dantsu were produced 
by four to six weaving workshops within the 
city. However, in 1938, the outbreak of the 
Second Sino-Japanese War led to a shortage 
of cotton yarn, forcing all workshops to shut 
down. A lthough Nish ida Dantsu resumed 
operat ion s  a f te r  t he  wa r,  i t  a l so  cea sed 
production in 1991, bringing Ako Dantsu to 
the brink of extinction.

Naka Kojima began exploring methods to manufacture Ako 
Dantsu.

Late Edo Period

Early Meiji Period

Early Showa Period

Early Heisei Period

After more than 20 years of dedication, she successfully 
commercialized Ako Dantsu in 1874 (Meiji 7). From that point 
until 1938 (Showa 13), the number of workshops gradually 
increased, and Ako Dantsu reached its peak of prosperity.

In 1938 (Showa 13), due to material shortages caused by the 
Second Sino-Japanese War, all workshops were forced to close 
under cotton yarn regulations.

In 1991 (Heisei  3),  Nishida Dantsu,  the last remaining 
workshop that had resumed production after World War II, 
finally ceased operations.

In order to ensure the carefu l ly preserved 
and passed-down techniques of Ako Dantsu 
f r om  b e i n g  l o s t ,  t h e  A ko  C i t y  B oa rd  o f 
Educa t ion  l aunched  a  “Dant su  Weav i ng 
Techn iques Work shop” in 1991.  I n 1999, 
t w e n t y - t wo  g r a d u a t e s  h a d  f o r me d  t h e 
“Assoc iat ion for  t he P reser vat ion of  A ko 
Dantsu.” Thanks to their efforts, the tradition 
was revived.
Today, there are around 20 studios both in 
and outside Ako, and the t radit ion of Ako 
D a n t s u  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  p a s s e d  d ow n 
throughout Japan.

Ako Dantsu are known for their dist inct ive 
three-dimensional texture, created through a 
te chn ique  c a l l ed  “su j i - t s um i ,”  i n  wh ich 
i n c i s i o n s  a r e  made  a l o n g  t h e  e d g e s  o f 
pat terns using t r imming sn ips.  Combined 
w ith “ ji - t sumi” for un i form th ickness and 
“sh iage - t sum i”  for  t he  fina l  fin i sh ,  t he se 
three t sumi techniques produce rugs w ith 
sharp designs and a durable, shape-retaining 
structure.
A l so,  wh i le  t he  su r face  i s  a s ton i sh i ng ly 
smooth, the underside has a dry, l inen-l ike 
feel̶offer ing a completely different tact i le 
experience on each side.

300 Osaki, Ako City 
Available (2 spaces)

The NPO “Association for the Preservation of Ako Dantsu” 
plans to open a new facility, Dantsu Studio Nami, in 2025, 
dedicated to preser v ing and passing on t radit ional 
techniques. Visitors will be able to watch skilled weavers̶
graduates of Studio Tsumugu̶and enjoy tea while admiring 
antique Ako Dantsu.
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In 1991, the Ako City Board of Education launched the “Ako Dantsu Weaving 
Technique Workshop,” marking the beginning of a revival for the once-declining 
Ako Dantsu tradition. Thanks to this effort, its techniques continue to be passed 
down to this day.
A key organizat ion act ively engaged in t raining the next generat ion of Ako 
Dantsu artisans is the NPO “Association for the Preservation of Ako Dantsu,” 
establ ished by the first g raduates of the “Ako Dantsu Weav ing Technique 
Workshop.” Through its dedicated faci l ity, Ako Dantsu Rugs Craf t Training 
Studio Tsumugu, the association continuously recruits trainees and has former 
graduates serve as instructors, carefully teaching the entire weaving process 
from loom preparation to final finishing.

Ako Dantsu rugs, created in the early Meiji era by a 
woman named Naka Kojima, are recognized as one 
of Japan’s “Three Dantsu Rugs,” alongside Nabeshima 
Dantsu from Saga and Sakai Dantsu from Osaka. What 
makes Ako Dantsu unique is its use of three types of 
“tsumi” (tr imming) techniques, all per formed with a 
single pair of snips̶result ing in designs with sharp 
outlines and a delightfully smooth texture.

A ko  D a n t s u  R u g s  C r a f t  T r a i n i n g  S t u d i o 
T s umug u  i s  c onven i e n t l y  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n 
walking distance from JR Banshū-Ako Station, 
making it easi ly accessible for tour ists. With 
six looms̶the largest number in the city̶the 
s t ud io a lways has in s t r uctor s  and t ra inees 
p r e s e n t .  V i s i t o r s  c a n  o b s e r v e  l i v e 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  o f  w e a v i n g  a n d  t s u m i 
(tr imming), and watch the training process up 
close. The studio also offers hands-on weaving 
e x p e r i e n c e s  u s i n g  sm a l l  t a b l e t o p  l o om s 
( r e s e r v a t i o n  r e q u i r e d ) .  C h i l d r e n  f r om 
elementary school age and up can take par t 
and weave their own 10 cm square piece over 
the course of a day.
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2073-4 Kariya, Ako City Available Available 

NPO “Associat ion for  the Preservation of  Ako Dantsu” 
～Studio Nami～



Available 0791-45-0025

Not to mention creating original works, Yayoi Studio 
Tsudoi serves as a bridge to pass Ako Dantsu on to 
future generations. The studio has produced two 
graduates, including one who founded Studio 
Sangetsu in Kyushu, and currently trains one 
apprentice. The first floor houses the studio, while 
the second floor features a gallery showcasing the 
Three Dantsu Rugs of Japan and ant ique Ako 
Dantsu pieces. Visitors can view and touch antique 
Ako Dantsu to gain a deeper appreciation of this 
traditional art. The studio also offers a hands-on 
weaving experience (reservation required), where 
you can create a 10 cm square piece over three 
days. Scheduling is flexible, so feel free to discuss 
dates when making a reservation.

Instagram
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At Ako Dantsu Studio Gal ler y Higash ihama, 
g r e a t  c a r e  i s  t a k e n  s t a r t i n g  f r o m  t h e 
y a r n -ma k i n g  p r o c e s s  t o  e x p r e s s  de l i c a t e 
p a t t e r n s  a n d  u n i q u e  c o l o r  t o n e s .  T h e 
one -mat- s i z ed  r ug s  a re  t r e a ted  a s  fi ne  a r t 
p i e c e s ,  o ff e r i n g  h a r mony  w i t h  J a p a n e s e 
aesthet ics and suggest ing ways to appreciate 
them as art. At the same time, the studio hopes 
people w i l l  enjoy Ako Dantsu in thei r da i ly 
l ives and offers var ious l i fe st yle goods and 
accessories featuring Ako Dantsu patterns. The 
ga l ler y, themed around a blend of Japanese 
and European st yles,  welcomes v is itor s not 
only to purchase works but also to observe the 
actual weaving process. Come and experience 
the charm of Ako Dantsu with all five senses.

69 Higashihama-cho, Ako City Available
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N e s t l e d  i n  t h e  m o u n t a i n s , 
S a k o s h i  D a n t s u  S t u d i o  i s 
sur rounded by r ich nature. The 
art ist, Ms. Yanagida, creates her 
works here with a vision to craft 

colors found nowhere else. Visitors can observe the 
ent i re creat ion process, which focuses on beaut i f u l 
color expression, from the yarn dyeing methods to the 
careful selection of colors and patterns.

Available

2009-1 Kariyaya, Ako City

Ms.  Hana f u sa ,  who  r un s  t he 
s t ud i o ,  a im s  t o  h e l p  p e op l e 
become familiar with looms and 

the techniques of hand-weaving. The studio’s workshops 
are designed to support complete beginners taking their 
first steps into weaving. As part icipants grow more 
interested, they can try their hand at creat ing Ako 
Dantsu and learn traditional techniques.

Ako Dantsu Studio Mutsuki creates 
works that embrace the evolving 
t e x t u r e  t h a t  c ome s  w i t h  t h e 

passage of time. One of its key commitments is using only 
naturally dyed yarns, including indigo and plant-based 
dyes. The studio has exhibited not only in Japan but also 
internationally, gaining recognition worldwide.

In this stylish, sunlit space, a variety 
of Ako Dantsu works are on display. 
V is itor s can enjoy a 90 -minute 
hands-on experience that includes 

parts of the weaving process or take part in multi-day 
workshops to create small pieces. For those wishing to study 
more deeply, ongoing instruction is also available.

Available
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